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FTF.r n AND BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to classification and typing of 
prokaryotes and, more particularly, to abundant, well distributed and 
hypeipolymorphic simple sequence repeats in prokaryote genomes and the 
20 use of same for prokaryote classification and t3(ping. 

Simple sequence repeats (SSRs) are a class of short sequences, 
usually of 1-6 nucleotides, that are tandemly (i.e., head to tail) repeated 
from two or three up to a few dozen times at a locus (Vogt 1990). SSRs 
long have been known to be distributed throughout the genomes of 
25 eukaryotes and to be highly polymorphic (Tautz 1989, Weber 1990, Kashi 
et al. 1990). Polymorphisms arise primarily through slipped-strand 
mispairing during DNA replication (Strand et al. 1994, Tautz and 
Schlotterer 1994). There is accumulating evidence that SSRs serve a 
fiinctional role, affecting gene expression (Kunzler et al. 1995, Kashi et al. 
30 1 997, King et al. 1997, Kashi and Seller 1998). 



The sequencing of complete genomes of many prokaryotes presented 
the opportunity to screen such genomes for the existence of SSRs (Field and 
Wills 1996, 1998), revealing arrays not detected in earlier studies. Recent 
publication of the complete genome sequence for Escherichia coli (Blattner 
et al. 1997) provides the basis for characterization of its SSR arrays, both at 
a gross genomic level and at particular SSR loci. 

Present-day approaches for typing of prokaryotes include growth in 
selective media, binding of specific antibodies, and amplification of DNA 
using the polymerase chain reaction. For example, conventional methods 
for detection of E. coli (Vanderzant and Spittstoesser 1992) include 
enrichment and isolation with selective or indicator media, such as E, coli 
(EC) broth, lauryl sulfate tryptose 4-methylumbeliferyi-p-D-glucaronic acid 
broth, eosin methylene blue agar, and McConkey sorbitol agar. Procedures 
based on use of such media lead to identification of E. coli in a sample and 
estimation of number, but lack the ability to distinguish among E, coli 
strains. Hence, the entire process of strain identification remains diflScuit 
and time-consuming. Recent methods for identification of E, coli sixains 
use antibodies or nucleic acid sequences that uniquely bind to a particular 
strain or group of strains. Several methods for immunological detection or 
biochemical identification of the toxin-producing E coli strain 0157:H7 
have been described (Farmer and Davis 1985, March and Ratnam 1986, 
Kleanthous et al, 1988, Smith and Scotland 1988, Todd et al. 1988, Karmali 
1989, Padbye and Doyle 1991, Tyler et al. 1991). However, these assays do 




not distinguish among the various members of other serogroups. DNA 
ampKfication-based assays have been reported (Karch and Meyers 1989, 
Pollard et aL 1990, Johnson et al 1990, Johnson et al 1991, Jackson 1991, 
Yu and Kaper 1992, Witham et al. 1996), but mostly have limitations 
5 including lengthy post-amplification detection protocols or lack of template 
quantification. 

DNA sequence determination, on the other hand, is much more 
simple and accurate. 

There is thus a widely recognized need for, and it would be highly 
Jj 10 advantageoxis to have, a simple and rapid DNA sequence based t^hnique 
^§ for the classification and typing of prokaiyotes, 

f- While conceiving the present invention it was assunaed that 

S prokaryotes SSRs might be polymorphic and that such polymoi^diism might 

O be class and type correlated and, if indeoi exists, could be used to provide a 

15 simple tool for the presently labor-intensive and complicated task of 
classification and typing of prokaryotes. 

While reducing the present invention to practice, length 
polymorphism was shown at two mononucleotide SSR loci in E, coli. The 
existence of thousands of SSR arrays in E. coli and in a wide range of other 
20 prokaryotes that should exhibit hypervariability is shown as well. 
Interestingly, these SSR sites exhibit an upper size limit of 12 bp, 
suggesting selective mechanisms that might impose this size limit. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to one aspect of the present invention there is provided a 
method of classifying or typing a prokaryote to a class or a type, the method 
comprising the step of characterizing at least one polymorphic simple 
sequence repeat locus in a genome of the prokaryote and, based on a 
characterization of the polymorphic simple sequence repeat, classifying or 
typing the prokaryote to a class or a type. 

According to another aspect of the present invention there is 
provided a pair of polymerase chain reaction primers having a sequence 
adapted for exponential amplification of a polymorphic simple sequence 
repeat locus in a genome of a prokaryote. 

According to yet another aspect of the present invention there is 
provided a polymerase chain reaction product derived by amplifying a 
portion of the genome using the pair of polymerase chain reaction primers 
described above. 

According to still another aspect of the present invention there is 
provided an allele specific oligonucleotide comprising a sequence of 
nucleotides adapted for effectively hybridizing only with a specific simple 
sequence repeat of a polymorphic simple sequence repeat locus in a genome 
of a prokaryote, under stringent allele specific oligonucleotide hybridization 
conditions of (i) a hybridization solution of 2 x standard sodium citrate 
(SSC) and 0.1 % sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS); (ii) a hybridization 
temperature of from 42 to Tm - 5 for 30 minutes to overnight. 



wherein Tm is estimated as 2 x (the number of A plus T residues) + 4 x (the 
number of G plus C residues); and (iii) post hybridization washes with 0.75 
X SSC and 0,1 % SDS at a temperature from 42 to Tm - 5 °C. For 
further details see Bult, C J., et al., which is incorporated by reference as if 
fully set forth herein. 

According to still an additional aspect of the present invention there 
is provided a DNA chip comprising a surface and a plurality of allele 
specific oligonucleotides attached thereto, each of the plurality of allele 
specific oligonucleotides including a sequence of nucleotides adapted for 
effectively hybridizing only with a specific simple sequence repeat of a 
polymorphic simple sequence repeat locus in a genome of a prokaryote, 
under stringent hybridization conditions as described above. Preferably, the 
sequence of nucleotides is perfectly complementary to the specific simple 
sequence repeat. 

According to an additional aspect of the present invention there is 
provided a hybrid of the allele specific oligonucleotide described above and 
the specific simple sequence repeat. 

According to yet additional aspect of the present invention there is 
provided^ primer having a sequence adapted for amplification of a 
polymorphic simple sequence repeat locus in a genome of a prokaryote. 

According to further features in preferred embodiments of the 
invention described below, characterizing the at least one polymorphic 
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simple sequence repeat locus in the genome of the prokaryote is effected by 
an allele specific oligonucleotide hybridization. 

According to still fiirther features in the described preferred 
embodiments characterizing the at least one polymorphic simple sequence 
repeat locus in the genome of the prokaryote is effected by a polymerase 
chain reaction. 

According to still further features in the described preferred 
embodiments characterizing the at least one polymorphic simple sequence 
repeat locus in the genome of the prcAaiyote is effected by a sequencing 
reaction. 

According to still further features in the described preferred 
embodiments characterizing the at least one polymorphic simple sequence 
repeat locus in the genome of the prokaryote is effected by a heteroduplex 
hybridization reaction. 

According to still further features in the described preferred 
embodiments characterizing the at least one polymorphic simple sequence 
repeat locus in the genome of the prokaxyote is effected by single strand 
conformational polymorphism. 

According to still further features in the described preferred 
embodiments characterizing the at least one pol3TOorphic simple sequence 
repeat locus in the genome of the prokaryote is effected by restriction 
fragment length polymorphism. 
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According to still further features in the described preferred 
embodiments the at least one polymorphic simple sequence repeat locus is 
in a non-coding region of the genome. 

According to still forther features in the described preferred 
5 embodiments the prokaiyote is of the genus Escherichia, 

According to still further features in the described preferred 
embodiments the prokaiyote is Escherichia coH, 

According to still further features in the described preferred 
'fl embodiments the prokaryote is of a genus selected from the group 
'^1 10 consisting of ^^w//ejc, Treponema, Bacillus, Listeria and Mycobacterium. 
^ Acec^ding to still further features in the described preferred 

J embodiments the prokaryote is selected from the group consisting of 

13 Aquifex aeolicus, Treponema pallidum. Bacillus subtilis. Listeria 
3f monocytogenes and Mycobacterium tuberculosis, 

15 According to still further features in the described preferred 

embodiments the prokaryote is of a genus selected from the group 
consisting of Haemophilius, Mycoplasma, Helicobacter, Methanococcus, 
Archaeoglobus and Synechocystis. 

According to still further features in the described preferred 
20 embodiments the prokaryote is selected from the group consisting of 
Haemophilius influenzae. Mycoplasma pneumoniae, Helicobacter pylori, 
Methanococcus jannaschii, Archaeoglobus fulgidus and Synechocystis sp, 
PCC6803, 



The present invention successfully addresses the shortcomings of the 
presently known configurations by providing a highly polymorphic genetic 
tool for efficient rapid and accurate taxonomy of prokaryotes, which can be 
used for ultimate classification and typing. 



RRTFF DFSC RTPTTON OP THE DRAWING S 

The invention herein described^ by way of example only, with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

FIGs. la-d show the lengths of microsatellite arrays at given 
positions (bp) in selected, completely sequenced genomes of Escherichia 
coli. Bacillus subtilus, Archaeoglobus fulgidus and Saccharomyces 
cerevesiae cteomosome No. 7, respectively. 

FIG. 2 demonstrates size differences in PGR products harboring 
specific SSR arrays among strains of E, coli, as shown following 
electrophoresis in a 5 % acrylamide TBE denaturing sequencing gel. PGR 
was performed using primer pairs, one radiolabeled, flanking the poly-C 
tract at a g.enomic site upstream from the ATG site of the ycgW locus. The 
dried gel was exposed to a phosphoimager. The expected size for the K12 
amplification product was about 200 bp. Shown in each lane are 
amplification products for the following strains: substrains (1) K12:DH5a, 
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(2) B:SR9b, (3) B:SR9c, (4) ETEC:078:H [E10407], (5) EPEC: 
0111[E639616], (6) E:l, (7) E:7, (8) E:18, (9) E:47, 

FIGs. 3a-b show DNA sequence alignments for complementary 
DNA strands for two loci bearing mononucleotide repeat polymorphisms in 
5 strains of E coli. PGR products were sequenced using the dideoxy-chain 
termination method, and aligned using the "Pile-up*' program of the 
Genetics Computing Group version 9, default option for routine "pile-up", 
wherein consensus sequences determined by the routine called "pretty" was 
/^S set so that any difference among sequences was regarded as lack of 
10 consensus, SSR arrays are shown in bold letters^ and the TATA box where 
^11 shown, is underlined. Figure 3a - Poly-C tract ofycgW. Figure 3b Poly-G 
1.4 and Pioy-T tracts of yaiN. 

O FIG, 4 is a schematic depiction of a DNA chip 10 according to the 

present invention, including an array of locations, each of which includes an 
1 5 allele specific oligonucleotide attached thereto. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
20 The present invention is of a method of classifying or typing a 

prokaryote to a class or a type which can be used in research and medical 
and food safety diagnostics. Specifically, the present invention can be used 
to type strains and substrains of prokaryotes into classes and types 
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according to the established taxonomy by associating specific morphs of 
highly polymorphic simple sequence repeat loci with such classes and 
types. The invention is fiirther of articles of manufacture, such as DNA 
chips, and other single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP)-based compounds, 
typically oligonucleotides or primers, useful in efficiently implementing the 
method according to the present invention for research and medical and 
food safety diagnostics. 

The principles and operation of the present invention may be better 
understood with reference to the drawings and accompanying descriptions. 

Before explaining at least one embodiment of the invention in detail, 
it is to be understood that the invention is not limited in its application to the 
details of construction and the arrangement of the components set forth in 
the following description or illustrated in the drawings. The invention is 
capable of other embodiments or of being practiced or carried out in various 
ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology and terminology 
employed herein is for the purpose of description and should not be 
regarded as limiting. 

Although the existence of simple sequence repeat (SSR) DNA arrays 
in eukary^tic genomes long has been known, their existence in prokaryotic 
genomes only recently has been recognized. While reducing the present 
invention to practice, analysis of the published DNA sequence of E. coli 
strain K12 revealed tens of thousands of well distributed SSR arrays. PGR 
primer pairs were then developed for several SSR loci, and polymorphisms 
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was found at two mononucleotide SSR loci. These results suggest that 
SSRs provide a ready source of genetic variability to be exploited by 
evolution and which is useful for a variety of applications as further detailed 
hereinunder. Polymorphisms differentiate non-pathogenic and pathogenic 
groups of E. coll strains, suggesting the utility of SSR typing for rapid, 
PGR- or oligonucleotide-based detection of pathogenic strains for 
diagnostics (medical and food safety) or for epidemiological studies. 
Analysis of published complete genome sequences of E, coli and 10 
additional prokaryotes showed the existence of thousands of mono-, di-, tri-, 
and tetranucleotide microsatellite arrays, mostly in non-coding sequences, 
A general limit of 12 nucleotides in SSR array size was observed, 
suggesting the effect of a selective mechanism limiting array size. Because 
SSR polymorphisms in promoter regions could alter gene expression, it is 
inferred that such polymorphisms are an important factor in prokary€>tic 
evolution and could be used by biotechnologists to purposefully "fine-tune^' 
gene regulation in a microorganism of interest. 

SSR content ofE. coli: SSRs in E. coli, a gram-negative bacterium 
of interest as a model species and as a human pathogen, were characterized. 
The results show that SSR arrays in E. coli are numerous and diverse-in 
terms of core sequence and repeat number. As further discussed below, 
SSRs in E. coli are also polymorphic. Findings of previous studies reflect 
the growing understanding of SSRs in E, coli, SSR regions in E, coli were 
thought to be very rare, limited to only a few dinucleotide SSRs with a 
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maximum of five repeat units per locus (van Belkum et al. 1998). Field and 
Wills (1998) presented data showing the existence of hundreds of thousands 
of mononucleotide SSRs in E. coli, and mentioned SSRs with core lengths 
varying from 1 to 6 bp. 

Polymorphism of SSRs in E. coli: The data collected while reducing 
the present invention to practice show repeat number variation at two out of 
four mononucleotide SSR loci examined in E. coli, and suggest that 
mononucleotide SSR loci may prove a source of thousands of 
polymorphisms for marking its genome. In contrast, polymorphisms were 
hot observed at SSR loci with two or more nucleotide core sequences, 
however, this may be due to the small sample size employed. 

Genomic locations of SSRs in E. coli: The findings reported herein 
indicate that SSR arrays in E. coli tend to be located 5' or 3" relative to 
coding sequences of genes. Similarly, in eukaryotes, arrays &f certain types 
of repetitive DNA have been located to the 5' or 3' flanking regions of 
genes. These repeats may be involved in nucleosome organization, 
recombination, or regulation of gene expression or gene product activity 
(Tripathi and Bramachani 1977, Kashi et al. 1997, King et al. 1997, Kashi 
and SollerJ988). This also has been inferred for E. coli (Rosenberg et ^1. 
1994). Sections of microbial genomic DNA bearing visibly different 
frequencies of tetranucleotide repeats than other parts of the genome 
contained ribosomal RNA, bacteriophage, or undefined coding regions 
(Noble etal. 1998). 
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SSRs in other prokaryotes: The presence of SSRs in genomes of 
several prokaryotes has been demonstrated in recent studies, and some SSR 
loci have been shown to exhibit length polymorphisms (reviewed by van 
Belkum et al. 1998), yet these SSRs are restricted to protein coding 
sequences. Variation was shown in trinucleotide repeats of very large array 
size in simple eukaryotes (Field and Wills 1996). The existence of 
mononucleotide microsatellites was subsequently shown in eight 
prokaryotic genomes, however, polymorphism was not persuaded or 
anticipated (Field and Wills 1998). For genomes surveyed in both studies, 
the results shown herein agree very closely with those of Field and Wills 
(1998). The existence of SSR arrays with 1-6 bp core sequences in 10 
additional prokaryotes, including four (Aquifex aeolicus, Treponema 
pallidum. Bacillus subtilis, and Mycobacterium tuberculosis) not previoiisly 
surveyed is reported herein. 

Thousands of SSRs with a range of core repeat sizes were observed in all 
genomes examined (see Table 1 in the Examples section that follows). The 
results presented herein differ in these respects from certain earlier findings, 
van Belkum et al. (1998) reported that only dinucleotide SSR candidates 
were detected in Methanococcus jannaschii, while SSRs with cpre 
sequences of one to six nucleotides observed, van Belkum et al. (1997b) 
found only 18 potential SSRs in the genome of Hemophilus influenzae, and 
Scherer and van Belkum (unpublished data cited in Van Belkum et al. 1998) 
found no perfectly repetitive DNA sequence motifs in the genome of 
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Mycobacterium tuberculosis. Differences in the search algorithms for the 
software packages that the respective groups used may explain the different 
findings. 

The algorithm used herein, which is available at 
http://www.technion.ac,il/pub/supported/biotech. In the first step, the user 
defines the minimum length and number of repeats of the core sequence, 
and hence, the minimum length of the SSR sought. The program then scans 
the genomic sequence at issue. When it reads a motif suiting the parameters 
specified, it checks whether this motif is contained within a repeated 
sequence by comparing its sequence with that of nucleotides following it. If 
the motif is indeed repeated, the program counts the number of repeats. The 
program will write the core sequence, the number of repeats, and the 
genomic location of the SSR in an output file. The program then will 
continue to move thfwgh the genomic sequence at issue, continuing in such 
fashion until the entire genome has been read and evaluated. This differs 
fi-om earlier programs of similar intent because it both searches for all SSRs 
with repeat lengths up to a defined number of base pairs in length and 
records the genomic location of each repeat motif found. 

Si^ limit of SSR arrays: Analysis of SSR tracts in genomic DNA 
sequences for E, coli and a wide variety of other prokaryotes shows that 
SSR array length is small relative to eukaryotes. The length of SSR tracts is 
determined by interacting processes of mutation and selection. Mutation at 
SSR loci is believed to be the consequence of slipped-strand mispairing 
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replication (Strand et al. 1994, Tautz and Schlotterer 1994). 
i iicture of repetitive DNA allows mismatching of neighboring 

spending on the strand orientation, repeats can be inserted or 

- DNA polymerase-mediated DNA duplication (Coggins and 
Hauge and Litt 1993, Chiurazzi et al. 1994). High mutation 
result when the DNA repair system is non-functional. The 
ations are not always repaired by DNA mismatch repair 

(Strand et al. 1993). Additionally, polyAC/TG repeats are 
y mutations that induce SOS response in E. coli (Morel et al. 

\?i set presented herein exhibits certain repeat array lengths 
;:|y than others (see Table 1 in the Examples section tibat 
. c|uencies of particular SSR array lengths in E, coli do not 

alonically from 3 to 18. There are more arrays of 9 bp in 
: 7 or 8, and more of 12 bp in length than of 10 or 1 L Array 
odd numbers of nucleotides greater than five are less common 

with comparable, even numbers of nucleotides. These 

: ^m counter to expectations due to particular SSR sequences 

. j^thesized that the frequencies of arrays exhibiting particular 
art, the consequence of the number of ways in which those 
...it lengths can arise. An SSR repeat tract with a length of 
. arise following five types of mutations: a mononucleotide 
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may be repeated 12 times, a dinucleotide six times, a trinucleotide four 
times, a tetranucleotide three times, or a hexanucleotide twice. However, 
certain SSR structures of 12 bp in length are more common than others. In 
E, coli No tracts were found where a single nucleotide was repeated 12 
5 times, one where a dinucleotide was repeated six times, 54 where a 
trinucleotide was repeated four times, 47 where a tetranucleotide was 
repeated three times, and none where hexanucleotides were repeated twice. 
That SSR arrays of 12 bp in length occur 102 times, while arrays of 10 bp in 
length occur only 21 times, may be explained^ in part, by there being only 

10 three ways by which mutation will give rise to an array of 10 l^; i*e., a 
mononucleotide may be repeated 10 times (one occurrence), a dinucleotide 
may be repeated five times (20 occurrences), or a pentanucleotide may be 
repeated twice (none). SSR arrays of nine nucleotides can arise two ways, 
either a mononucleotide repeated nine times (17 occurrences), or a 

15 trinucleotide can be repeated three times (2^013 occurrences), SSR arrays 
greater than 12 bp in length are not expected in the genome by chance 
alone, yet a few occur (two occurrences of a trinucleotide repeated five 
times, one of a tetranucleotide repeated four times, and two of a 
hexanucleotide repeated three times). Hence, not all mutations are equally 

20 likely, or a selective factor must be invoked to explain frequencies of SSRs 
of different structures. Although each prokaryote has its own distribution of 
SSR array sizes (Table 1, Figure 1), in general, the upper limit for the size 
of SSR arrays is 12 bp. This suggests that the tendency for repeat length at 



a locus to rise via mutation is counteracted by selection, which affects the 
distribution of combinations of core length and repeat number, and which 
holds total SSR array length under 12 bp. This supports the hypothesis 
(Kashi et al 1997, King et al. 1997) that some SSRs provide a source of 
5 variation that affects gene expression and, hence, is subject to selection. 

Screening of SSRs among strains of E. coli showed seven sites 
exhibiting no polymorphism. The rate of mutations giving rise to SSR 
variation should be the same across a genome. Therefore, wherever there is 
'^Sj a site that is totally conserved^ one may infer that selection is operating at 

10 that locus. Hence, it is believed that monomoiirfric SSR sites are under 
ill strong selection^ which will not tolerate mutations in these loci. 

: The distribution of SSR array sizes in yeast (Table 1, Figure 1), a 

pj eukaiyote, is different from those in prokaryotes. The distribution of SSR 

fJl sizes includes longer core sequences and larger repeat numbers tten in 

15 prokaryotic genomes. The process of generating polymorphism of SSRs, 
slipped strand replication, is expected to have roughly similar frequency and 
effects in prokaryotes and eukaryotes. The difference in the distribution of 
SSR array sizes may be attributable to a relaxed selective regime within 
eukayotiq^enomes, which tolerate the presence of more "junk" DNA than 
20 prokaryotic genomes. 

Practical utility of SSR polymorphisms: SSR polymorphism offers 
a useful tool for analysis of prokaryotic genomes. SSRs are widely used as 
a means for developing DNA fingerprints for eukaryotes. To characterize 
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SSR polymorphisms in eukaryotes, large fragments have to be sized 
accurately, by DNA sequencing gels or by electrophoresis of PGR 
amplification products, necessarily involving the technical question of 
whether a gel supported accurate electrophoresis and thereby provided 
reliable results. In contrast, polymorphic mononucleotide sites that were 
found in £ coli exhibit 1 to 4 bp size differences. These small numbers of 
repeats are well suited for the development of SSR allele-specific 
oligonucleotides (ASOs), There are many existing and future methods for 
developing ASOs or SNPs that may be used to identify polymorphisms of 
SSRs. These ASOs or SNPs may be used as PGR primers, or as 
hybridization probes that can be spotted on the surface of a DNA chip for 
rapid, automated characterization of variation at a set of given loci for each 
E, coli genome. Upon preparation of PGR probes or a DNA chip, 
polymorphisms of prokaryotic SSRs may be screened to support a variety of 
research and diagnostic applications. 

It is especially interesting that E. coli is part of the normal human 
microflora, but there are pathogenic strains that have to be distinguished and 
rapidly detected. The use of SNPs, single nucleotide polymorphisms, is the 
preferred arising technique that can be used to automatically screen 
polymorphism. Affymetix, Inc. has developed a DNA chip for 
implementing that technique. To this end, see U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,843,655 for 
"Methods for testing oligonucleotide arrays"; 5,837,832 for "Arrays of 
nucleic acid probes on biological chips"; 5,834,758 for "Method and 



19 



apparatus for imaging a sample on a device'*; 5,831,070 for "Printing 
oligonucleotide arrays using deprotection agents solely in the vapor phase"; 
5,770,722 for "Surface-bound, unimolecular, double-stranded DNA"; 
5,770,456 for "Cyclic nucleic acid and polypeptide arrays"; 5,753,788 for 
5 "Photolabile nucleoside protecting groups"; 5,744,305 for "Arrays of 
materials attached to a substrate"; 5,733,729 for "Computer-aided 
probability base calling for arrays of nucleic acid probes on chips"; 
5,710,000 for "Capturing sequences adjacent to Type-IIs restriction sites for 
genomic library mapping"; 5,631,734 for '"Method and apparatus for 

10 detection of fluorescently labeled materials"; 5,599,695 for "Printing 
molecular library arrays using deprotection agents solely in the vapor 
phase"; and 5,593,839 for "Computer-aided engineering system for design 
of sequence arrays and lithographic masks", which are incorporated by 
reference as if folly set forth herein. 

15 The polymorphic and small SSRs (12 nucleotides or less) reported 

herein can take advantage in combining the DNA chip technology with the 
ASO technology for their detection. However, as other rapid methods may 
be developed, the scope of the present invention is not limited to DNA chip 
technology. 

20 Screenings of SSR variation may provide the basis for rapid and 

sensitive identification of E. coli strains, and sometimes may prove 
advantageous over existing serotyping or molecular genetic methods, 
distinguishing strains or subdividing strains to subgroups. For example, 
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SSR variation may prove useful for rapidly and sensitively characterizing 
pathogenic strains ofE. coli, such as 0157:H7, from more common strains. 
Similarly, knowledge of SSR variation in other pathogenic microbes, such 
as Haemophilus influenzae (van Belkum et al. 1997a), Candida albicans 
(Bretagne et al, 1997), Bacteroides fragilis and B. thetaiotaomicron (Claros 
et aL 1997), and Helicobacter pylori (Marshall et aL 1996), might be 
applied for rapid detection and strain characterization. 

SSRs can be screened to determine to what extent molecular 
variation gives rise to phenotypic variation. For example, SSR variability 
poses clear implications with regard to virulence. Motifs of SSRs have 
been found within suspected or confirmed virulence genes of Hemophilus 
influenzae (Karlin et aL 1996); Neisseria sp.. Hemophilus parainfluenzae, 
and Moraxella catarrhalis (Peak et al. 1996)^ and repeat number variation 
seems to be related to modulation of the expression of virulence factors. 
Contingency genes containing SSRs exhibit high mutation rates, allowing 
the bacterium to respond rapidly upon encountering challenging 
environmental conditions (Moxon et al. 1994). Location of SSR repeat 
arrays by computerized search of the genomic sequence and localization of 
such arrays with regard to expressed genes, as reported herein, could 
provide a basis for searching for new virulence-related loci in E, coli, 

SSR polymorphism can be used for epidemiological purposes, for 
example, to determine whether a pathogenic E. coli strain detected in a I 
patient matches a potential source of a given disease outbreak. SSRs have 
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been used as markers for such purposes for several pathogenic microbes. 
For example, repetitive DNA elements of Mycobacterium tuberculosis have 
been used for efficient strain tracking (Van SooUngen et al. 1993). 
Epidemiologically informative microsatellite DNA polymorphisms have 
been observed in different strains of Helicobacter pylori (Marshall et al. 
1996). SSR variation has been used to identify the strains of Haemophilus 
influenzae isolated from different patients (van Belkum et al. 1997a). To 
demonstrate a similar approach in E. coli, a series of allelic SSR markers 
distinguishing relevant strains can be developed. The observation reported 
herein of polymorphism within the B strain between SR9b and SR9c 
suggests that SSR markers might even prove capable of resolving variation 
within strains. 

Many SSR arrays are found in the promoter regions of genes, 
affecting the expression of genes in a way tolerated by the host bacterium 
(Kashi et al. 1997, King et al. 1997). The results shown herein represent a 
100 kb sample of the E. coli genome, and should be representative of the 
entire genome thereof. Constancy of dinucleotide relative abundance 
profiles has been shown over multiple 50 kb disjoint contigs within the 
same gencme in E. coli and 14 other prokaryotes (Karlin et al. 1997). This 
source of phenotypic variation can be exploited not only by natural 
selection, but also by biotechnologists to manipulate bacterial genomes to 
express a desired phenotype. 



The detection and characterization of specific nucleic acid sequences 
and sequence changes have been utilized to detect the presence of viral or 
bacterial nucleic acid sequences indicative of an infection, the presence of 
variants or alleles of mammalian genes associated with disease and cancers, 
and the identification of the source of nucleic acids found in forensic 
samples, as well as in paternity determinations. 

Various methods are known in the art which may be used to detect 
and characterize specific nucleic acid sequences and sequence changes. 
Nonetheless, as nucleic acid sequence data of the human genome, as well as 
the genomes of pathogenic organisms accumulates, the demand for fast, 
reliable, cost-effective and user-friendly tests for specific sequences 
continues to grow. Importantly, these tests must be able to create a 
detectable signal from a very low copy number of the sequence of interest. 
The following discussion examines three levels of nucleic acid detection 
currently in use: (i) signal amplification technology for detection of rare 
sequences; (ii) direct detection technology for detection of higher copy 
number sequences; and (iii) detection of unknown sequence changes for 
rapid screening of sequence changes anywhere within a defined DNA 
fragment.^ 

Signal amplification technology methods for amplification: 
The "Polymerase Chain Reaction" (PGR) comprises the first 
generation of methods for nucleic acid amplification. However, several 
other methods have been developed that employ the same basis of 
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Specificity, but create signal by different amplification mechanisms. These 
methods include the "Ligase Chain Reaction" (LCR), "Self-Sustained 
Synthetic Reaction" (3SR>^ASBA), and "Qp-Replicase" (Qp). 

The polymerase chain reaction (PGR), as described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 
4,683,195 and 4,683,202 to Mullis and Mullis et al., describe a method for 
increasing the concentration of a segment of target sequence in a mixture of 
genomic DNA without cloning or purification. This technology provides 
one approach to the problems of low target sequence concentration. FCR 
can be used to directly increase the concentration of the target to an easily 
detectable teveL This process for amplifying flie target sequence involves 
introducing a molar excess of two oligonucleotide primers which are 
complementary to their respective strands of the double-stranded target 
sequence to the DNA mixture containing the desired target sequence. The 
mixture is denatured and then allowed to hybridize. FollowiBg 
hybridization, the primers are extended with polymerase so as to form 
complementary strands. The steps of denaturatton, hybridization, and 
polymerase extension can be repeated as often as needed, in order to obtain 
relatively high concentrations of a segment of the desired target sequence. 

The length of the segment of the desired target sequence, is 
determined by the relative positions of the primers with respect to each 
other, and, therefore, this length is a controllable parameter. Because the 
desired segments of the target sequence become the dominant sequences (in 
terms of concentration) in the mixture, they are said to be "PCR-amplified." 



The ligase chain reaction (LCR; sometimes referred to as "Ligase 
Amplification Reaction" (LAR) described by Barany, Proc, Natl. Acad. 
Sci., 88:189 (1991); Barany, PGR Methods and Applic, 1:5 (1991); and Wu 
and Wallace, Genomics 4:560 (1989) has developed into a well-recognized 
alternative method for amplifying nucleic acids. In LCR, four 
oligonucleotides, two adjacent oligonucleotides which uniquely hybridize to 
one strand of target DNA, and a complementary set of adjacent 
oligonucleotides, which hybridize to the opposite strand are mixed and 
DNA ligase is added to the mixture. Provided that there is complete 
complementarity at the junction, ligase will covalently link each set of 
hybridized molecules. Importantly, in LCR, two probes are ligated together 
only when they base-pair with sequences in the target sample, without gaps 
or mismatches. Repeated cycles of denaturation, hybridization and ligation 
amplify a short segment of DNA. LCR has also been used in combination 
with PCR to achieve enhanced detection of single-base changes, Segev, 
PCX Pubhc. No, W0900I069 Al (1990). However, because the four 
oligonucleotides used in this assay can pair to form two short ligatable 
fragments, there is the potential for the generation of target-independent 
background signal. The use of LCR for mutant screening is limited to the 
examination of specific nucleic acid positions. 

The self-sustained sequence replication reaction (3SR) (Guatelli et 
aL, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci., 87:1874-1878, 1990, with an erratum at Proc. 
NatL Acad. Sci., 87:7797, 1990) is a transcription-based in vitro 



amplification system (Kwok et aL, Proc. NatL Acad, Sci., 86:1173-1177, 
1989) that can exponentially amplify RNA sequences at a uniform 
temperature. The amplified RNA can then be utilized for mutation 
detection (Fahy et aL, PGR Metk AppL, 1:25-33, 1991). In this method, an 
5 oligonucleotide primer is used to add a phage RNA polymerase promoter to 
the 5* end of the sequence of interest. In a cocktail of enzymes and 
substrates that includes a second primer, reverse transcriptase, RNase H, 
RNA poliTOcrase and ribo-and deoxyribonucleoside triphosphates, the 
target sequence undergoes repeated rounds of transcription, cDNA synthesis 

10 and second-strand synthesis to amplify the area of interest. The use of 3SR 
to detect mutations is kinetically limited to screening small segments of 
DNA (e.g., 200-300 base pairs). 

In Q-Beta (QP), a probe which recognizes the sequence of interest is 
attached to the replicatable RNA template for Qp replicase. A previously 

15 identified major problem v^th false positives resulting from the repHcation 
of unhybridized probes has been addressed through use of a sequence- 
specific ligation step. However, available thermostable DNA ligases are not 
effective on this RNA substrate, so the ligation must be performed by T4 
DNA ligase at low temperatures (37 ^C). This prevents the use of high 

20 temperature as a means of achieving specificity as in the LCR, the ligation 
event can be used to detect a mutation at the junction site, but not 
elsewhere. 

A successful diagnostic method must be very specific. A straight- 
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forward method of controlling the specificity of nucleic acid hybridization 
is by controlling the temperature of the reaction. While the 3SR/NASBA, 
and QP systems are all able to generate a large quantity of signal, one or 
more of the enzymes involved in each cannot be used at high temperature 

5 (i.e., >55 ""C). Therefore the reaction temperatures cannot be raised to 
prevent non-specific hybridization of the probes. If probes are shortened in 
order to make them melt more easily at low temperatures, the likelihood of 
having more than one perfect match in a complex genome increases. For 
these reasons, PGR and LCR currently dominate the research field in 

10 detection technologies. 

The basis of the amplification procedure in the PGR and LCR is the 
fact that the products of one cycle become usable templates in all 
subsequent cycles, consequently doubling the population with each cycle. 
The final yield of any such doubling system can be expressed as: 

15 =-y, where "X" is the mean efficiency (percent copied in each cycle), "n" is 
the number of cycles, and "y" is the overall efficiency^ or yield of the 
reaction (Mullis, PGR Methods Applic, 1 : 1 , 1 99 1). 

Many applications of nucleic acid detection technologies, such as in 
studies olallelic variation, involve not only detection of a specific sequence 

20 in a complex background, but also the discrimination between sequences 
with few, or single, nucleotide differences. One method for the detection of 
allele-specific variants by PGR is based upon the fact that it is difficult for 
Taq polymerase to synthesize a DNA strand when there is a mismatch 




between the template strand and the 3' end of the primer. An allele-specific 
variant may be detected by the use of a primer that is perfectly matched 
with only one of the possible alleles; the mismatch to the other allele acts to 
prevent the extension of the primer, thereby preventing the amplification of 
that sequence. 

A similar 3 -mismatch strategy is used with greater effect to prevent 
hgation in the LCR (Barany, PCR Meth. Applic, 1:5, 1991). Any 
mismatch effectively blocks the action of the thermostable ligase, but LCR 
still has the drawback of target-independent background ligation products 
initiating the amplification. Moreover, the combination of PCR with 
subsequent LCR to identify the nucleotides at individual positions is also a 
clearly cumbersome proposition for the clinical laboratory. 

Direct detection technology: 

When a sufficient amount of a nucleic acid to be detected is 
available, there are advantages to detecting that sequence directly, instead of 
making more copies of that target, (e.g., as in PCR and LCR). Most 
notably, a method that does not amplify the signal exponentially is more 
amenable to quantitative analysis. Even if the signal is enhanced by 
attachingjnultiple dyes to a single oligonucleotide, the correlation between 
the final signal intensity and amount of target is direct. Such a system has 
an additional advantage that the products of the reaction will not themselves 
promote further reaction, so contamination of lab surfaces by the products is 
not as much of a concern. Traditional methods of direct detection including 
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Northern and Southern blotting and RNase protection assays usually require 
the use of radioactivity and are not amenable to automation. Recently 
devised techniques have sought to eliminate the use of radioactivity and/or 
improve the sensitivity in automatable formats. Two examples are the 
"Cycling Probe Reaction" (CPR), and "Branched DNA" (bDNA). 

The cycling probe reaction (CPR) (Duck et al., BioTech., 9:142, 
1990), uses a long chimeric oligonucleotide in which a central portion is 
made of RNA while the two termini are made of DNA. Hybridization of the 
probe to a target DNA and exposure to a thermostable RNase H causes the 
RNA portion to be digested. This destabilizes the remaining DNA portions 
of the duplex, releasing the remainder of the probe from the target DNA and 
allowing another probe molecule to repeat the process. The signal, in the 
form of cleaved probe molecules, accumulates at a linear rate. While the 
rqjeating process increases the signal, the RNA portion of the 
oligonucleotide is vulnerable to RNases that may carried through sample 
preparation. 

Branched DNA (bDNA), described by Urdea et al.. Gene 61 :253-264 
(1987), involves oligonucleotides with branched structures that allow each 
individuaL oligonucleotide to carry 35 to 40 labels (e.g., alkaline 
phosphatase enzymes). While this enhances the signal from a hybridization 
event, signal from non-specific binding is similarly increased. 



Detection of unknown sequence changes: 

The demand for tests which allow the detection of specific nucleic 
acid sequences and sequence changes is growing rapidly in clinical 
diagnostics. As nucleic acid sequence data for genes from humans and 
pathogenic organisms accumulates, the demand for fast, cost-effective, and 
easy-to-use tests for as yet unknown mutations within specific sequences is 
rapidly increasing. 

A handful of methods have been devised to scan nucleic acid 
segments formulations. One option is to determine the entire gene sequence 
of each test sample (e.g., a bacterial isolate). For sequences under 
approximately 600 nucleotides, this may be accomplished using amplified 
material (e.g., PGR reaction products). This avoids the time and expense 
associated with cloning the segment of interest. However, specialized 
equipment and highly trained personnel are required, and the method is too 
labor-intense and expensive to be practical and effective in the clinical 
setting. 

In view of the difficulties associated with sequencing, a given 
segment of nucleic acid may be characterized on several other levels. At 
the lowest resolution, the size of the molecule can be determined % 
electrophoresis by comparison to a known standard run on the same gel, A 
more detailed picture of the molecule may be achieved by cleavage with 
combinations of restriction enzymes prior to electrophoresis, to allow 
constmction of an ordered map. The presence of specific sequences within 
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the fragment can be detected by hybridization of a labeled probe, or the 
precise nucleotide sequence can be determined by partial chemical 
degradation or by primer extension in the presence of chain-terminating 
nucleotide analogs. 

For detection of single-base or length differences between like 
sequences, the requirements of the analysis are often at the highest level of 
resolution. For cases in which the position of the nucleotide or nucleotides 
in question is known in advance, several methods have been developed for 
examining single base changes without direct sequencing. For example, if a 
mutatioR of interest haj^ens to fall within a restriction recognition sequence 
or between restriction recognition sequences when, a change in the pattern 
of digestion or gel migration can be used as a diagnostic tool (e.g., 
restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP) analysis- 
Single point mutations have been also detected by the creation or 
destruction of RFLPs. Mutations are detected and localized by the presence 
and size of the DNA fragments generated by cleavage at the mismatches. 
Single nucleotide mismatches in DNA heteroduplexes are also recognized 
and cleaved by some chemicals, providing an alternative strategy to detect 
single base substitutions, generically named the "Mismatch Chemical 
Cleavage" (MCC) (Gogos et al, Nucl. Acids Res., 18:6807-6817, 1990). 
However, this method requires the use of osmium tetroxide and piperidine, 
two highly noxious chemicals which are not suited for use in a clinical 
laboratory. 
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If the change is not in a recognition sequence, then allele-specific 
oligonucleotides (ASOs), can be designed to hybridize in proximity to the 
unknown nucleotide, such that a primer extension or ligation event can be 
used as the indicator of a match or a mis-match. Hybridization with 
radioactively labeled allelic specific oligonucleotides (ASO) also has been 
applied to the detection of specific point mutations (Conner et aL, Proc. 
Natl Acad. Scl, 80:278-282, 1983). The method is based on the 
differences in the melting temperature of short DNA fragments differing by 
a single nucleotide. Stringent hybridization and washing conditions can 
differentiate between mutant and wild-type alleles. The ASO approach 
applied to PCR products also has been extensively utilized by various 
researchers to detect and characterize point mutations in ras genes 
(Vogelstein et al., N. Eng. J. Med., 319:525-532, 1988; and Farr et aL, Prcx:. 
Nati. Acad. Sci., 85:1629-1633, 1988), and gsp/gip oncogenes (Lyons et ai. 
Science 249:655-659, 1990). Because of the presence of various nucleotide 
changes in multiple positions, the ASO method requires the use of many 
oligonucleotides to cover all possible mutations. 

With either of the techniques described above (i.e., RFLP and ASO), 
the precise location of the suspected mutation must be known in advance^ of 
the test. That is to say, they are inapplicable when one needs to detect the 
presence of a mutation of an unknown character and position within a gene 
or sequence of interest. 



Two other methods rely on detecting changes in electrophoretic 
mobility in response to minor sequence changes. One of these methods, 
termed "Denaturing Gradient Gel Electrophoresis" (DGGE) is based on the 
observation that slightly different sequences will display different pattems 
of local melting when electrophoretically resolved on a gradient gel. In this 
manner, variants can be distinguished, as differences in melting properties 
of homoduplexes versus heteroduplexes differing in a single nucleotide can 
detect the presence of mutations in the target sequences because of the 
corresponding changes in their electrophoretic mobilities. The fragments to 
be analyzed, usually PCR products, are "clamped" at one end by a long 
stretch of G-C base pairs (30-80) to allow complete denaturation of the 
sequence of interest without complete dissociation of the strands. The 
attachment of a GC "clamp" to the DNA fragments increases the fraction of 
mutations that can be recognized by DGGE (Abrams et aL, Genomics 
7:463-475, 1990). Attaching a GC clamp to one primer is critical to ensure 
that the amplified sequence has a low dissociation temperature (Sheffield el 
al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci., 86:232-236, 1989); and Lerman and Silverstein, 
Meth. Enzymol., 155:482-501, 1987). Modifications of the technique have 
been developed, using temperature gradients (Wartell et al, Nucl. Acids 
Res., 18:2699-2701, 1990), and the method can be also applied to 
RNA:RNA duplexes (Smith et al., Genomics 3:217-223, 1988). 

The long running time of DGGE was shortened in a modification of 
DGGE called constant denaturant gel electrophoresis (CDGE) (Borrensen el 
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aL, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 88:8405/ 1991). CDGE requires that gels be 
performed under different denaturant conditions in order to reach high 
efficiency for the detection of unknown mutations. 

A technique analogous to DGGE, termed temperature gradient gel 
5 electrophoresis (TGGE), uses a thermal gradient rather than a chemcial 
denaturant gradient (Scholz, el aL, Hum. MoL Genet. 2:2155, 1993). TGGE 
requires the use of specialized equipment which can generate a temperature 
gradient perpendicularly oriented relative to the electrical field. TGGE can 
detect mutations in relatively small fragments of DNA. Therefore scanning 
^ 4 10 of large gene segments requires the use of multiple PCR products prior to 
running the gel. 

^ Another common method, called "Single- Strand Conformaticm 

51 Polymorphism" (SSCP) was developed by Hayashi, Sekya and colleagues 
% (reviewed by Hayashi, PCR Meth. Appl.^ 1 :34-38, 1991) and is based on the 
15 observation that single strands of nucleic acid can take on characteristic 
conformations in non-denaturing conditions, and these conformations 
influence electrophoretic mobility. The complementary strands assume 
sufficiently different stractures that one strand may be resolved fi"om the 
other. Changes in sequences within the fragment will also change the 
20 conformation, consequently altering the mobility and allowing this to be 
used as an assay for sequence variations (Orita, et al.. Genomics 5:874-879, 
1989). 

The SSCP process involves denaturing a DNA segment (e.g., a PCR 
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product) that is labeled on both strands, followed by slow electrophoretic 
separation on a non-denaturing polyacrylamide gel, so that intra-molecular 
interactions can form and not be disturbed during the run. This technique is 
extremely sensitive to variations in gel composition and temperature. A 
serious limitation of this method is the relative difficulty encountered in 
comparing data generated in different laboratories, under apparently similar 
conditions. 

The dideoxy fingerprinting (ddF) is another technique developed to 
scan genes for the presence of unknown mutaticnis (Liu and Sommer, PGR 
Methods Appli., 4:97, 1994). The ddF technique combines components of 
Sanger dideoxy sequencing with SSCP. A dideoxy sequencing reaction is 
performed using one dideoxy terminator and then the reaction products are 
electrophoresised on nondenaturing polyacrylamide gels to detect 
alterations in mobility of the termination segments as in SSCP analysis. 

According to one aspect of the present invention there is provided a 
method of classifying or typing a prokaryote to a class or a type. The 
method according to the present invention is effected by characterizing at 
least one^^oiymorphic simple sequence repeat locus in a genome of the 
prokaryote and, based on a characterization of the polymorphic simple 
sequence repeat, classifying or typing the prokaryote to a class or a type. 

It is shown hereinunder in the Examples section that simple sequence 
repeat loci are highly abundant among various prokaryotes of different 
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genera. It is further shown hereinunder in the Examples section that simple 
sequence repeat loci can be highly polymorphic within strains and 
substrains of the same prokaryote species. The method according to the 
present invention takes advantage over these findings to provide an 
effective, readily implamentable, rapid and accurate tool for classifying or 
typing a prokaryote to a class or a type. 

As described above, the art of molecular biology provides a plurality 
of experimental protocols and devices dedicated at characterizing 
sequences. Many such protocols and devices were developed to assist in 
rapid characterization of polymorphic loci in eukaryotes, human beings in 
particular, typically to assist in pre- and postnatal detection and/or diagnosis 
of genetic disorders. 

These methods and devices can be efficiently implemented in 
combination with the method according to the present invention to assist in 
characterizing polymorphic simple sequence repeat loci in the genome 
prokaryotes. 

Characterizing polymorphic simple sequence repeat loci in the 
genome prokaryotes can, for example, be effected by any one of the 
methods described hereinabove. Yet other methods can also be applicable 
for such characterization. 

Characterizing polymorphic simple sequence repeat loci in the 
genome prokaryotes according to the present invention can be effected, for 
example, by an allele specific oligonucleotide hybridization. 
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As further detailed hereinabove, allele specific oligonucleotide 
hybridization is based on the ability of nucleic acid sequences to form 
specific hybrids with nucleic acids complementary thereof. When short 
sequences of up to about 50 nucleotides are let to hybridize, one can, by 
appropriately selecting the hybridization conditions, control the 
effectiveness of the hybridization to a degree which is sensitive to minute 
sequence alterations present between the hybridizing sequences, even to a 
degree of a single point mutation or mismatch. In other words, for 
sequences shorter than 50, preferably shorter than 40, more preferably 
shorter than 30, most preferably in the range of 8 to 20 nucleotides in 
length, hybridization conditions are providable, so as to allow only 
complete matching strands to hybridize, whereas as little as a single point 
mutation prevents such hybridization. 

The hybridization conditions selected for allele specific 
oligonucleotide hybridization are very much dependent on the sequence of 
the hybridizing strands. These conditions are typically accomplished for 
specific sequences by changing the temperature underwhich hybridization 
takes place. Since a single mismatch between hybridizing strands lowers 
the meltiiig temperature (Tm, the temperature in which 50 % of the strands 
are found as hybrids) thereof by about 2.5 *^C, controlUng the hybridization 
temperature provides an effective means for controlling allele specific 
oligonucleotide hybridization. When a plurality of hybridizations are 
carried out simultaneously, so that it is not practical to control the 
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temperature, control of the length of the hybridizing sequences is preferably 
exercised, to thereby bring the Tj^s of all hybridizing pairs to a close range. 

Thus, according to the present invention there is provided an allele 
specific oligonucleotide comprising a sequence of nucleotides adapted for 
effectively hybridizing only with a specific simple sequence repeat of a 
polymorphic simple sequence repeat locus in a genome of a prokaryote, 
under stringent allele specific oligonucleotide hybridization conditions of (i) 
a hybridization solution of 2 x standard sodium citrate (SSC) and 0.1 % 
sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS); (ii) a hybridization temperature of fi^om 42 
C to Tm - 5 ""C for 30 minutes to overnight, wherein Tm is estimated as 2 x 
(the number of A plus T residues) + 4 x (the number of G plus C residues); 
and (iii) post hybridization washes with 0.75 x SSC and 0.1 % SDS at a 
temperature from 42 ""C to Tm - 5 °C. 

Further according to the present invention there is provided a DNA 
chip comprising a surface and a plurality of allele specific oligonucleotides 
attached thereto. Each of the plurality of allele specific oligonucleotides 
includes a sequence of nucleotides adapted for effectively hybridizing only 
with a specific simple sequence repeat of a polymorphic simple sequence 
repeat loetis in a genome of a prokaryote, under the stringent hybridization 
conditions described above. 

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the sequence of 
nucleotides selected for the allele specific oligonucleotides according to the 
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present invention is perfectly complementary to their respective specific 
simple sequence repeats. 

As further detailed hereinabove, another widely accepted method in 
molecular biology is the polymerase chain reaction (PGR) in which primers 
having the 3* end thereof facing each other yet which are complementary to 
different strands of a double stranded nucleic acid molecule are employed to 
provide for exponential amplification of a portion of the double stranded 
nucleic acid molecule defined by the boundaries of the primers by a cycled 
physical/enzymatic reaction of three substeps: primers annealing (physical), 
primers elongation (enzymatic) and primers denaturation (physical), 
effected by cycling the reaction temperature. 

Since its introduction, numerous protocols have been developed in 
which the polymerase chain reaction has been successfully used for 
detection of sequence pol3morphisms, including repeats, e.g., triple repeats, 
in the genome of human beings. 

Thus, according to another aspect of the present invention there is 
provided a pair of polymerase chain reaction primers having a sequence 
adapted for exponential amplification of a polymorphic simple sequence 
repeat locus in a genome of a prokaiyote. According to yet another aspect 
of the present invention there is provided a primer having a sequence 
adapted for amplification of a polymorphic simple sequence repeat locus in 
a genome of a prokaryote. Such primers have a length of between 10 and 
40 nucleotides and are typically flanking the polymorphic site. Examples of 
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such primers are provided in the Examples section hereinunder. Such 
primers can be used to provide polymerase chain reaction products of a 
polymorphic length depending on the specific genome, a portion thereof 
they are designed to amplify. The morph of the product thus obtained can 

5 be identified by one of a plurality of protocols, including size separation 
such as gel electrophoresis and sequence determination via DNA 
sequencing using for example the dideoxy sequencing protocol, via allele 
specific hybridization as described above or via other methods, some of 
which are fiirther detailed herein. 

10 As further detailed hereinabove, the formation of heteroduplexes can 

be employed for detection of polymorphism in nucleic acids, e.g., as 
effected by TGGE or DGGE. Thus, according to an embodiment of the 
present invention characterizing the at least one polymorphic simple 
sequence repeat locus in the genome of the prokaryote is effected by a 

15 heteroduplex hybridization reaction. 

As further detailed hereinabove, single strand conformational 
polymorphism (SSCP) can be employed for detection of polymorphism in 
nucleic acids. Thus, according to an embodiment of the present invention 
characterizing the at least one polymorphic simple sequence repeat locus in 

2G the genome of the prokaryote is effected by single strand conformational 
polymorphism. 

As further detailed hereinabove, restriction fragment length 
polymorphism (RFLP) can be employed for detection of polymorphism in 
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nucleic acids. Thus, according to an embodiment of the present invention 
characterizing the at least one polymorphic simple sequence repeat locus in 
the genome of the prokaryote is effected by restriction fragment length 
polymorphism. 

According to a presently preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the polymorphic simple sequence repeat loci employed for 
classification or typing using the method of the present invention are 
located is in a non-coding region of the genome of the prokaryotes 
analyzed. Such a location is presently preferred because the degree to 
which variability is permitted in such regions is to a much greater extent 
higher in evolutionary terms. It is well known that while coding region 
mutations are in most cases selected against, no such effective selection 
pressure is imposed on mutations present in non-coding regions. 

As used herein in the specification and in the claims section below, 
the term "non-coding" refers to regions in the prokaryotic genome that do 
not include direct information for the synthesis of proteins, i.e., are not a 
part of a translated sequence. 

The polymoiphic simple sequence repeat loci employed for 
classification or typing using the method of the present invention are 
typically 12 bp long or less and are composed of single, di-, tri-, tetra- 
penta- or hexanucleotide repeats. Thus, the number of repeats can range, in 
most cases, from 2 to 12. Longer repeats are not excluded, yet are shown 
herein to be much less abundant in prokaryotes. 
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The invention described herein is taken not to be limited to any 
prokaryote genus or species in particular. Indeed, as further ExempUfied 
hereinunder, any prokaryote tested so far was shown to abundantly include 
simple sequence repeats. 

Thus, the prokaryote can be of the genus Escherichia^ such as 
Escherichia coli. It can also be from the genera Aquifex, Treponema, 
Bacillus, Listeria or Mycobacterium^ such as Aquifex aeolicus, Treponema 
pallidum. Bacillus subtilis. Listeria monocytogenes and Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis^ respectively. Yet it can also be from any other genera, such 
as, but not limited to, Haemopkilius, Mycoplasma, Helicobacter, 
Methanococcus, Archaeoglobus or Synechocystis^ for example, 
Haemophilius influenzae. Mycoplasma pneumoniae, Helicobacter pylori, 
Methanococcus jannaschii, Archaeoglobus fulgidus or Synechocystis sp. 
PCC6803. 

It will be appreciated that the scope of the present invention is not 
limited to the polymorphism detection methods described herein, and that 
other polymorphism detection methods can be effectively employed to 
implement the invention. 

Additional objects, advantages, and novel features of the present 
invention will become apparent to one ordinarily skilled in the art upon 
examination of the following examples, which are not intended to be 
limiting. Additionally, each of the various embodiments and aspects of the 



present invention as delineated hereinabove and as claimed in the claims 
section below finds experimental support in the following examples. 

EXAMPLES 

Reference is now made to the following examples, which together 
with the above descriptions, illustrate the invention in a non limiting 
fashion. 

Generally, the nomenclature used herein and the laboratory 
procedures in recombinant DNA technology described below are those well 
known and commonly employed in the art. Standard techniques are used for 
cloning, DNA and RNA isolation, amplification and purification. Generally 
enzymatic reactions involving DNA ligase, DNA polymerase, restriction 
endonucleases and the like are performed according to the manufacturers' 
specifications. These techniques and various other techniques are generally 
performed according to Sambrook et al.. Molecular Cloning— A Laboratory 
Manual, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y, (1989). 
The manual is hereinafter referred to as "Sambrook". Other general 
references are provided throughout this document. The procedures therein 
are believed to be well known in the art and are provided for the 
convenience of the reader. All the information contained therein is 
incorporated herein by reference. 



Experimental Methods 
Genomic sequence analysis: 

A DNA sequence analysis software in the programming language C 
that screens entire genomes for SSRs of 1-6 bp core length and reports core 
sequence, number of repeats, and genomic position was used for gnomic 
sequence analysis. This DNA sequence analysis software is available for 
downloading from http://www.technioB.acil/pub/supported/biotech. 

The complete genomic sequ^ce of Escherichia coli (Blattner et al. 

1997) was obtained by ftp from GenBank^ and screened the occurrence 
of SSRs, their core sequence, number of repeats, and genomic locations. 
The identity of genes in the region and the locations of the SSRs with regard 
to coding and non-coding elements of such genes was assessed by use of the 
BLAST DNA sequence analysis program (available at 
http://www.ncbi.nlin.nih.gov/blast. 

Complete genome sequences of Aquifex aeolicus (Deckert et al. 

1998) , Treponema pallidum (Fraser et al. 1998), Haemophilus influenzae 
(Fleischmann et al. 1995), Mycoplasma pneumoniae (Himmelreich et al. 
1996), Bacillus subtilis (Kunst et.al, 1997), Helicobacter pylori 26695 
(Tomb et al. 1997), Methanococcus jannaschii (Bult et al. 1996), 
Archaeoglobus fulgidus (Klenk et al 1997), Synechocystis sp. PCC6803 
(Kaneko and Tabata 1997), and Saccharomyces cerevesiae chromosome 
VII (Tettelin et al. 1997) were obtained by ftp from GenBank. 
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Characterization of E, coli microsatellites: 
PCR amplification primers: 

Nine SSR loci of E. coli were selected for detailed analysis. The 
forward (F) and reverse (R) PCR primer sequences for the loci examined are as 
follow: 

ycgW: F, 5'-GATTTTGCATATGAGTATATTAC-3' (SEQ ID N0:1); 
R, 5'-TTAATTACAGGATGTTCAGTC- 3' (SEQ ID NO:2). 

yaiN: F, 5'-AATTTATCCGGTGAATGTGGT-3' (SEQ ID NO:3); R, 
5'-CAACTTAATCTCGGGCTGAC-3' (SEQ IDNO:4). 

YjiD: F, 5'-TACATGGCTGATTATGCGG-3^ (SEQ ID NO:5); R, 
5'-TCGCTATGAATATCTACTGAC-3' (SEQ IDNO:6). 

aidBi F, 5'-GTCAGAGCAGATCCAGAATG-3' (SEQ ID NO:7); R, 
5'-TCTACAGCAAATGAACAATG-3' (SEQ ID NO:8). 

Mol_RJ: ¥, 5'-GGTCATCAGGTGAAATAATC-3' (SEQ ID NO:9); 
R, 5'-CGTCCTGATAGATAAAGTGTC-3' (SEQ ID NO; 10). 

fts Z: ¥, 5'-CAATGGAACTTACCAATGAC-3' (SEQ ID NO: 11); R, 
5'-TACCGCGAAGAATTCAACAC - 3' (SEQ ID NO: 12). 

Gl 787979: F, 5'-AGCATCAGCGCACAATGCAC-3' (SEQ ID 
NO:13); R, 5'-TGTATGCAGGCTGGCACAAC - 3' (SEQ ID NO:14). ' 

yia B: F, 5'-ATAACGATCTCCATATCTAC-3' (SEQ ID NO: 15) R, 
5'-CTCTATCAGCAACTTCTGCC - 3' (SEQ ID NO: 16). 

his C: F, 5'-ATCCGCAGGATTTTCGCACC-3' (SEQ ID NO: 17) R, 



TGCCAGCGTAAATCCGCAAC - 3* (SEQ ID NO: 18). 
E. coli strains: 

Non-pathogenic and pathogenic strains (and substrains) of E. coli 
screened for variation at SSR loci included K12 (DH5a, W4100, W3110), 
B (SR9b, SR9cX E (1, 7, 11, 18, 47, 52, 54, 63, 68, 69; see Ochman and 
Selander 1987), EHEC 0157:H7 (FEB, Rowe no. E304810, HER 1057, 
1058, 1261, 1265, 1266), EPEC (serotype Olll [Rowe no. E639616]), 
ETEC (serotype 078:H [Rowe no, E10407]). The K and B strains were 
obtained from the microbiology laboratory collection of the Etepartment of 
Food Engineering and Biotechnology Technion — Israel Institute of 
Technology, Haifa 32000, Israel. The E strains were isolated by and 
obtained from Ochman and Selander (1984). The EHEC 0157:H7 HER 
strains were isolated by and obtained from Ahmed (1987). 

Preparation ofE. coli template DNA forPCR amplification: 
Cultures for DNA extraction were grown on LB agar plates for 24 
hours at 37 ""C. A large loop of colonies from the plate was transferred to a 
microcentrifiige tube containing 500 ^il of TE buffer (pH 7,5), and vortexed 
thorouglffy. Bacterial cells were lysed at 80 ""C for 10 minutes, and 
centriftiged for 10 minutes at 14,000 rpm (20,800 x g). The pellet was 
suspended in 100 pi TE, boiled for 5 minutes, and centrifiiged at 14,000 
rpm for 2 minutes. The supernatant was held at -20 ""C until used for PCR. 
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PCR conditions: 

Five ^il of DNA extract (about 50 ng), 2.5 }il 10 x PCR buffer 
(Promega, 25 mM Mg++ added), 0.2 ^il of 25 mM dNTPs, 1.0 units Taq 
polymerase (Promega), and 10 picomoles each of forward and reverse 

5 primers were brought to a final volume of 25 \x\ with sterile double distilled 
H2O. Mineral oil (15-20 ^il) was added for PCR in a MJ Research 
thermocycler without a heating cover. The cycling conditions for PCR 
consisted of: denaturation at 95 ""C for 5 minutes, followed by 5 cycles (1 
minute at 95 ^C, 1 minute at and 1 minutes at 72 °C), 20 cycles (1 

iO minute at 95 ""C, 1 minute at - 5 X, and 1 minute at 72 ^^C), a final step 
of 7 minutes at 72 *^C, and cooling to room temperature. T^^ stands for 
melting temperature and was calculated using the Generuimer 3 or Oiigo 4.1 
software. 

The following Tj^s were employed: For the ycgW locus, 57 °C; for the 
15 yiaN locus, 62 ''C; for the yjiD locus, 57 ''C; for the OnaB locus, 56 ^C; for 
the mol Rl locus, 58 ^C; for the//5Z locus 57 ^C; for the G1787979 locus, 
62 °C; for th^ yiaB locus 58 ^C; and for the hisC locus, 62 ^C, 
End Labeling of primers: 

Radioactive end labeling of primers was as follows: 2 p-1 (l^ng) 
20 primer DNA, 2 |xl 10 x T4 kinase buffer (NEB), and 4 jaL 35S-y-ATP (250 
mCurie, NEN), and 1 [il (10 units) T4 DNA kinase (NEB) were brought to 
a final volume of 20 p.1 with sterile double distilled H2O. The contents were 
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mixed and held at 37 for 1 hour. The reaction was stopped by incubation 
at 70 ""C for 10 minutes. 
Radioactive PCR: 

For radioactive PCR, 0,5 p,l of non-radioactive and 0.5 \\\ of 
radioactive primer (together, 10 picomoles) were used under the PCR 
protocol as described above. 

Electrophoresis of PCR products: 

To observe small size differences among PCR products, 
electrophoresis of radioactive products was carried out in a 5 % denaturing 
TBE acrylamide geL The gels were <fried (80 ""C for 1.5 hours), exposed to 
a phosphoimager cassette, and the results were read using a Bas reader 100 



DNA sequencing: 

The DNA of PCR products was sequenced by the dideoxy chain 
termination method using an ABI automated sequencing machine 
(Biological Services, Weizmann Institute, Rehovot, Israel). 



SSRs in E. coli: 

A computerized scan of the genome of E. coli revealed many small 
arrays of SSRs. Of 199,766 loci with simple sequence repeats (Table 1, top 
panel), 191,563 exhibited mononucleotide, 6,363 dinucleotide, 2,069 



(Fuji). 



Experimental Results 
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trinucleotide, 48 tetranucleotide, and 2 hexanucleotide core repeat length. 
These SSRs were distributed rather evenly throughout the genome (Figure 
la). They are mostly located in non-coding areas, with the exception of 
those with 3 or 6 bp core sequences, which often were located in coding 
areas. Since the E. coli genome does not contain long non-coding 
sequences, most SSR arrays in non-coding areas were immediately 
upstream or immediately downstream of a gene, often in locations where 
variability presumably might affect gene expr^sion (Kashi et ai 1997, 
King et aL 1997, Kashi and Seller 1998). 



TABLE 1 

Numbers of loci exhibiting given numbers of copies of simple sequence 
repeats forE. coli and 10 other genomes. 



Core re|>eat leBglh in nucleotides 

Number of repeats Mono- W- Tri- Tetra- Penta- Hesa- 

Per locus 

Escherichia cali 



3 


163,476 


7,099 


2,364 


51 




3 


4 


42,963 


462 


64 


1 






5 


13,880 


28 


2 








6 


4,119 


1 










7 


1003 












8 


215 












9 


19 












10 


1 


















Aquifex aeolicus 








3 


79,286 


2,870 


697 


34 


1 


6 


4 


23,911 


181 


28 








5 


8,224 


9 


1 








6 


2,176 




1 








7 


460 













Number of repeats 


Mono- 


Di- Tri- Tetra- 


Penta- 


Hexa- 


per locus 














Mycobacterium tuberculosis 






3 


138,899 


7,885 4,249 68 


9 


18 


4 


28,602 


614 249 1 




-2 


5 


5,799 


46 32 






6 


824 


1 






7 


137 


1 


- 


- 


8 


5 


_ _ 






9 


2 












Treponema pallidum 






3 


37,019 


4,069 373 20 


- 


3 


4 


12,833 


517 4 


- 


2 


5 


4,564 


49 


- 


- 


6 


1,444 


8 






7 


436 




- 


- 


8 


155 








9 


46 








10 


16 


- 




- 


n 


6 


- - 






13 


2 


- 


- 








Haemophilitts influenzae 






3 


78,444 


1,951 801 6 


3 


4 


4 


27,927 


83 12 


1 


1 


5 


10,399 


5 


- 


- 


6 


3,892 


1 


- 


- 


7 


1,045 


_ 


- 


- 


8 


145 


- 


- 


- 


9 


16 


1 






10 


2 




- 


- 


20 


- 


1 






21 




1 






22 


- 


1 


- 


- 


23 




4 






37 


- 


1 










Mycoplasma pneumoniae 






3 


37,389 


671 345 9 


1 


3 


4 


12,113 


24 8 






5 


4,730 


2 1 






6 


1,455 








7 


360 


1 






8 


30 








9 


6 









Number of repeats Mono- Bi- Tri- Tetra- Fenta- Heaca- 
per locus 

Bacillus subtilis 



5 3 


16,336 


6,530 


1,664 


62 


4 


2 


4 


56,141 


359 


45 








5 


21,322 


16 










6 


8,009 












7 


2,838 












10 8 


405 












9 


28 












10 


2 












16 


1 
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Helicobacter pylori 








3 


80,371 


2,334 


645 32 


2 


2 




4 


35,391 


119 


29 1 








5 


15,316 


8 


1 








6 


6,462 


2 






1 


CI 


7 


1,872 












8 


361 


I 


1 








9 


56 


3 










10 


6 










hit 25 


11 


2 


3 










12 


5 












13 


6 












14 


10 












15 


7 










L 30 


16 


3 











P| Methanococcus jattnaschii 





3 


77,903 


5368 


1,311 


47 


12 


4 


35 


4 


28,414 


522 


21 


1 








5 


11,663 


32 


1 










6 


5,069 














7 


1,469 














8 


96 












40 


9 


8 














10 


1 














24 


1 













Archaeoglohus fiilgidus 

45 



3 


83,655 


4,544 


1,107 


24 


4 


2 


4 


25,167 


392 


21 








5 


8,444 


10 










6 


2,247 












7 


338 












8 


25 












9 


3 












10 














15 


1 
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Number of repeats Mono- 
per locus 



Di- 



Tri- 



Tetra- 



Fenta- 



Hexa- 



10 



5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 



15 



20 



25 



T 35 



40 



3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 



170,790 
58,969 
21,668 
6,779 
1,596 
325 
56 
15 
1 



Synechocystis sp. PCC6803 

2,241 1,516 41 
88 83 1 

9 14 



Saccharomyces cerevesiae (chromosome 7) 



43,848 
* 14,253 
4,755 
1,494 
642 
236 
119 
69 
49 
24 
26 
16 
8 
5 
3 
3 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 



2,252 
193 
32 
13 



642 
44 
14 
10 

3 
3 
1 



43 
4 
1 



12 
2 



18 
3 
1 
1 
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Polymorphism ofSSRs in E. coli: 
The numbers of core repeats at nine SSR loci among strains or 
substrains of E, coli were determined using the polymerase chain reaction 
(PGR, Table 2), Differences in the sizes of PGR products were observed 
only in long polyacrylamide gels. At two of these loci, PGR products 
harboring mononucleotide SSR arrays exhibited size differences among 
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Strains of E. coli (Figure 2), exhibiting several alleles. Some of the 
pathogenic strains did not exhibit PGR amplification, likely due to point 
mutations in the DNA sequence to which one or both of the primers anneaL 
No variation of SSR arrays was observed for core sequence lengths of two 
5 or more base pairs, although this finding may have been affected by the 
SSRs in question having been in coding regions and to the limited number 
of loci tested. 

TABLE 2 

K| Summary of allelism and location for tested SSR loci in colL 

# 10 



^ '^f Coding or Q^smmc location. 

Strain and Number of Non-Coding Nan^ofORFor 
^^"^ Substrain^s) Repeats Core Region Dowasfeeam ORF 



15 




Mononucleotide SSRs 






20 


Ki2:DH5a, Ki2:W3ilO 

BSR9b 

ETEC 

EPEC 


8 

10 

8 


C 


Non-coding 


Qn%lAm,ycgW 


25 


K12:DH5a,K12:W3iiO 

B SR9b ^ 

E:l 

E:54, E:6S 


10 

8" 
10 
9 


G 


Non-coding 


GlimSSS.yaiN 




B, EHEC, EPEC, ETEC 


9 


T 


Non-coding 


G1790782, YjiD 


30 


K12, B, EHEC, EPEC, ETEC, E:l-69 


Dinucleotide SSRs 
4,5 GT* 


Non-coding 


Gl 790630, aidB 




K12, B, EHEC, EPEC, ETEC, E:i-69 


4,5 


TC* 


Non-codtng 


G1788433, molRJ 


35 




Trinucleotide SSRs 








Ki2, B, EHEC, EPEC, ETEC, E:l-69 


5 


CGG* 


Coding 


G1786284,/£yZ 


40 


Ki2, B, EHEC, EPEC, ETEC, E:^69 


4 GOT* 
Tetranucleotide SSRs 


Non-coding 


G1787973, 
ORF unknown 




K12, B, EHEC, EPEC, ETEC, E:1^69 


5 


ATTA* 


Non-coding 


G1789986,y/^^ 


45 


Ki2, B, EHEC, EPEC, ETEC, £-.1^69 


5 


CTGG* 


Coding 


G1788332, hisC 



* SEQ ID NOs: 19-24 (in order of appearance). 
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Variation of mononucleotide SSRs among strains of E, coli was 
confirmed by sequencing the PGR product for the SSR and flanking 
domains of all nine SSR loci. Variations of DNA sequence at polymorphic 
loci are shown in Figure 3. Results of DNA sequencing confirmed that the 
SSR arrays were hypervariable, exhibiting several alleles for copy number. 
Additionally, point mutations in sequences flanking the SSR arrays at both 
loci were the results of expansion or deletion of tandem mononucleotide 
repeats. The SSR polymorphisms were located just upstream of open 
reading frames. In addition^ several point mutations involving base pair 



^ w changes, but not additions or deletions^ were observed among the DNA 



sequences of the respective strains. 



Sizes of SSR domains in prokaryotes and yeast: 

15 The data presented in Table 1 show that the total lengths of particular 

SSR tracts in E. coli are small, rarely exceeding 12. Multiplying the core repeat 
length by the number of repeats at a given SSR locus reveals 163,476 loci of 3 
bp in length, 42,963 of 4 bp, 13,880 of 5 bp, 11,218 of 6 bp, 1,003 of 7 bp, 677 
of 8 bp, 2,383 9 bp, 29 of 10 bp, 1 16 of 12 bp, 2 of 15 bp, 1 of 16 bp, 1 of 18 

20 bp, and none of larger size. A total of 835 kb, or 18.1 percent of the E, coli 
genome, is comprised of SSR arrays (Table 3). 
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TABLE 3 

Genomic content of simple sequence DNA repeats for 11 surveyed 

genomes 



20 





Genome 


SSR content 


SSR content/ 


Species 


size (Mb) 


(bp) 


genome size 


Mycoplasma pneumoniae 


0.8 


203,536 


0,254 


Treponema pallidum 


LI 


231,714 


0.210 


Saccharomyces cerevesiae 


i.i 


247,720 


0.225 


(chromosome 7) 








Aquifex aeolicus 


1.5 


418,129 


0,278 


Methanococcus jannasckii 


1.6 


496,853 


0.311 


Helicobacter pylori 26695 


i.7 


536,928 


0316 


Haemophilim influenzae 


L8 


472,757 


0.263 


Archaeoglobus fulgidus 


2.2 


451,024 


0,205 


Synechocystis sp. PCC6803 


3,6 


941,457 


0.262 


Mycobacterium tuberculosis 


3.7 


661,830 


0.178 


Bacillus subtilis 


4.2 


510,198 


0J2I 


Escherichia e&li 


4.6 


834,618 


0.181 



The distribution of SSR array lengths (Table 1) and the prqpoition of 
the genome comprised of SSR arrays (Table 3) were calculated for ten 
additional prokaryotes. As in E, coli, mononucleotide SSRs are 

25 predominant in all genomes. All prokaryote genomes examined exhibited 
SSRs with core sequences ranging from one to six bp, the largest core 
sequence for which was screened for. 

In all genomes, the distribution of core repeat lengths was skewed 
toward mononucleotides. All genomes exhibited a distribution of total 

30 array lengths that also tended toward low numbers, three tandem repeats in 
most genomes. However, Bacillus subtilis exhibited a relatively small 
proportion of loci where mononucleotides where tandemly repeated three 
times. 

The number of genomic sites exhibiting longer array lengths differed 
35 among genomes. All genomes showed 99.99 % of SSR arrays at 12 or 



fewer bp in length. Total SSR content of the genomes varied from 12.1 to 
3L6 percent, with most genomes clustered toward the middle of the range. 
SSRs tended to comprise a larger proportion of smaller genomes than of 
larger ones (Table 3), 

5 The genomic sequence of chromosome 7 of yeast, Saccharomyces 

cerevesiae^ whose length of DNA approximates that of a prokaryotic 
genome, was analyzed to compare the SSR content of prokaryotes with that 
of this simple eukaryote. S. cerevisiae exhibited mononucleotide arrays of 
greater length than observed in prokaryotes (Table 1)^ and a larger 

10 pre^rtion of arrays with core repeat length greater ftien one. These 
findings for number of SSRs of given size agree perfectly with those of 
Field and Wills (1998). Yeast has several hundred SSR arrays larger than 
12 bp. Although 99,7 of SSR arrays were of 12 or fewer bp in length in 
yeast, this proportion was lower than those observed in prokaryotes. 

15 

DNA Chip Design 
Figure 3b will now be employed to provide a diagrammatic example 
of how allele specific oligonucleotides for SSR sequences fixed onto a 
DNA chip, as shown at 10 in Figure 4, can be used for strain identification 
20 in E. colL 

Figure 3b shows a comparison of DNA sequences for five E, coli 
strains as indicated. Allelic variations at two key sites are shown in bold 
letters. 
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Allele-specific olignoucleotides are designed to distinguish among E. 
coli strains, such that values for all oligonucleotides are substantially 
equal. 

Table 4 below summarized the polymorphism evident from Figure 

5a. 

TABLE 4 

Allele Strains exhibiting the aUele 

G X 8* Bsr9c 

G X 9* wt 54, wt 68 

G X 10* K12:DH5a, wt 1 

TAAA* wt54,wt68 

TTAA* K12:DH5a,Bsr9c 

TTAAA* wt 1 
*SEQIDNOs:37-42 

Thus, allele-specific oligonucleotides including the specified and 

possibly flanking sequences will be arrayed on the surface of a DNA chip as 

follows: 

EGx8][Gx9]|Gx 101 Ul 
C TAAA ] [ TTAA I [ TAAA ] [„] 

Genomic DNA or amplified DNA from an E. coli sample to be typed will 

be hybridized onto the chip, and the presence or absence of hybridization to 

each allele-specific oligonucleotide will be scored. Patterns of presence or 

absence of hybridization will be strain-specific. For example: 

[ - ] [ - ] [ + ] [...] 
[ - ] [ + ] [ - ] [...] 

is diagnostic for E. coli strain DH5a, and 

[ - ] [ + 3 [ - ] [-..] 
t + 1 [ - ] [ - 1 [-..] 
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